
              
 

 PO Box 970101, Boca Raton, FL 33497-0101 – 501(c) (3)  

June Lunch 
Where:   Sicilian Oven—21170  St Andrew Blvd, Boca Raton, Fl 33433 

Time:      12.00PM 

Cost          Member $23.00, Guests $25.00—Gratuity included 

Menu:    Served Family Style– Water and sodas gratis. Wine and Beer extra 

              Starter Sicilian Salad w Gorgonzola or Caesar Salad and Crostini  

               Choose Two: Calamari, Meatballs, Wings or Eggplant Parmigiana  

               Choose Two : Pomodoro, Ala Vodka or Bolognese 

                Choose One: Parmigiana, Mateau 

                 Desert: Zeppanolli  

 

  RESERVE NOW, we need a headcount, call Angie Torres Catania at 787– 221- 0785 and make your 

check out to  Sgt Bonanno Lodge at 18766 Candlewick Drive, Boca Raton, FL 33496  



 

OFFICERS 
President: Joan D’Amato 561 414 1825 
Acting Vice President: Edmondo Catania 
Financial Secretary: Larry Danza 
Treasurer: Mike Sebestyen 
Immediate Past President: Edmondo Catania 
Recording Secretary: Michele Palma 
Orator/ Past State President: Edward Mottola 
Chaplain: Father Adam Forno  
Trustees: Justin Appi,  Joe D’Amato, Nick 
Cantore, Eva Mottola, Joe Dente,  Lydia 
Marini, Claudia Sylvester, Nick Cantore, 
Dominic Guardino 
State Deputy: Greg Esposito 
Italian Cultural Historian: Ed Mottola 
 

COMMITTEES   
Events: Joan D’Amato and Lynn Pascarelli, 
Lydia Marini, Fran Sebestyen 
Newsletter: Ed Catania, Raf Gueli 
Scholarship/Membership: Ed Mottola Jr. 
Cookbook & Calendars: Ed Mottola Jr. 
House: Marjorie Miller  
Service: 
Sunshine: Angie Torres  
501C3 Fundraising: Nick Cantore, Ed Cata-
nia 
Website: Justin Appi / Ed Catania 

 
BONANNO OFFICERS_                      

GRAND LODGE OF FLORIDA 
First Vice President: Joe Dente 
Second Vice President: Nick Cantore 
State Trustee-Region VII– Edmondo Catania 
 

HONORARY MEMBERS      
Father Adam Forno 
 Don and Angie Seta 

 Millie Gasperoni 

 

  

  

 

 

  

  

 

Order Sons and Daughters of Italy 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
   Your Sgt Bonanno Lodge has found a permanent 
home.  We will be meeting inside starting in Sep-
tember 2021.  After much negotiation, we have 
reached an agreement with the Elks Lodge, 1395 
Federal Highway, Boca Raton, FL.  33432.  The 
meeting area holds up to 125 people.   
   We are looking forward to this arrangement, as 
we have discussed joint ventures between the Elks 
and our lodge. Please be advised that our NEW 
meeting day will be the second Thursday of the 
Month at 6:30. Also, please be sure to check our 
website and newsletter calendar for more infor-
mation. for you to Save the Date.  
   We are planning our annual Christmas party, if 
anyone has any suggestions, please contact me. 
In June some board Members will be travelling to 
Orlando for the State Convention and Election of 
Officers to the Grand Lodge of Florida. Your 
Board will continue to work over the summer 
months.  We will arrange either lunches or dinners 
during these months.    
   We are pleased to announce that our new mem-
ber Michele Palma has volunteered to be our Re-
cording Secretary. Please have a safe and wonder-
ful summer. Remember you belong to the 
“Friendliest” Lodge in Florida. 
  
 
  
  

Cari fratelli e sorelle, 
 
   Il vostro Bonanno Lodge ha trovato una sede 
permanente.  Ci riuniremo all'interno a partire da 
settembre 2021.  Dopo molte trattative, abbiamo 
raggiunto un accordo con l'Elks Lodge, 1395 
Federal Highway, Boca Raton, FL.  33432. L'area 
di riunione ospita fino a 125 persone.  
   Siamo molto soddisfatti di questo accordo, 
poiché abbiamo discusso di una ‘joint venture’ con 
Elks. Vi preghiamo di notare che il nostro 
NUOVO giorno di incontro sarà il secondo giovedì 
del mese alle 18:30. Inoltre, assicuratevi di 
controllare il nostro sito web e il calendario sulla 
newsletter per ulteriori informazioni. Memorizzate 
le date. Stiamo programmando la nostra festa di 
Natale annuale e se qualcuno ha qualche 
suggerimento siete pregati di contattarmi. 
   A giugno alcuni soci del consiglio si recheranno 
a Orlando per la State Convention e l'elezione 
degli ufficiali alla Gran Loggia della Florida. Il 
Consiglio continuerà a lavorare durante i mesi 
estivi.  Organizzeremo pranzi o cene durante 
questi mesi. Siamo orgogliosi di annunciare che il 
nostro nuovo socio Michele Palma si è offerto 
volontario per essere il nostro Recording 
Secretary. 
 
   Vi auguriamo una buona e meravigliosa estate. 
Ricordatevi che appartenete al “Friendliest" Lodge 
della Florida. 

Order Sons and Daughters of Italy 
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  TBD Christmas 

If you wish to announce a special event, please send your 

Information to me no later than the 23rd of each month.   

 

 12  Picnic Meeting Aaronson Park       9 Meeting  Sunset Park 
    28  Picnic Morikami Museum  
 
 

 9  Meeting 
19  St Joseph’s Dinner Cucina Caruso,  
             Fort Lauderdale 
  

 13  Meeting in the Park 

17 Bocce Upper keys 

19 Sicilian Oven Lunch 

 11  Meeting in the Park 
 23  AgliOlio Restaurant  

   14 Summer Lunch  

  12 Summer Lunch or Dinner 
 
 
 
 

 9 Summer Lunch or Dinner 

 

 

9  Meeting at Elks  

 14 Meeting at ELKS 

 

 

 

11  Veterans Meeting at ELKS 
  

  TBD  Christmas 

If you wish to announce a special event, please send your 

Information to me no later than the 23rd of each month. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

10  Dorothy Spinetti 

18  Margie Miller 

24  Gen Aglio 

24  Joan Gallo   

 

PLACE YOUR  

AD HERE 
  “A Mali Estremi, Estremi Rimedi” 

  “Desperate Times Call for Drastic Measures” 



 



 

 

“It is too bad that the public expects 
from me, always, perfection which it is 
impossible for me always to attain. I am 
not a machine. I am a human being.” 
 
Enrico Caruso 

“The whole world knows that His glory 
has not been spread by force and weap-
ons, but by poor fishermen.” 
 
Girolamo Savonarola 

“The moment you give up your principles, 
and your values, you are dead, your cul-
ture is dead, your civilization is dead.      
Period.” 
 
Oriana Fallaci 

 

PLACE YOUR  

AD HERE 

 

PLACE YOUR  

AD HERE 

 

PLACE YOUR  

AD HERE 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/enrico-caruso-quotes
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/girolamo-savonarola-quotes
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/oriana-fallaci-quotes


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H 
ello, fellow Bonanno Lodge members.  I'm Anthony 
J. Yazzetti, originally from New York.  I retired to 
South Florida five years ago after living over 40 
years in Manhattan. 

 
   All four of my grandparents are from Afragola 
which is in the Metropolitan City of Naples.  I 
was once to Afragola and met some of my 
cousins.  I was also in the house where my 
maternal grandmother was born  about 
140 years ago.  Her maiden name was 
Peccia and I was able to get into the 
house because a Peccia still owned 
it.  Across the street was a small church 
in which she was baptized and where 
she married my grandfather Generoso 
before they emigrated to the United 
States.  It was a very emotional experi-
ence I can assure you. 
 
   I was born in Mt. Vernon, N.Y. which 
was mostly Italian at that time.  In my ear-
liest years I remember going shopping with 
my mother and she spoke Italian with the mer-
chants.  I grew up in a typical Italian American 
family of the forties and fifties.  Typical was calling 
tomato sauce “Gravy” and we called pasta macaroni.  Salad 
wasn't on the table during dinner.  My mother brought in the 
salad after we finished the main course.  Also typical was my 
mother and father speaking Italian when they didn't want me 
and my two younger sisters to know what they were talking 
about.  And I didn't know white bread was called white bread 
until I was a teenager.  My mother would always ask us if we 

Tony Yazetti 

wanted our sandwich on Italian bread or American 
bread.  I'm sure many of you (of a certain age) can identify 
with these things. 
 

I went to high school in Yonkers, N.Y, the city I 
mostly grew up in.  As for my education I have 

a B.A. degree in Political Science from Wid-
ener University which is just outside of 

Philadelphia. For most of my work life 
and from which I am retired I was a 
commercial real estate salesman and 
commercial real estate investor.  
 
   Among my interests I enjoy read-
ing (mostly history), the performing 
arts and film.  I also have a strong 
passion for travel and have traveled 
extensively ( the photo is from a 
cruise three years ago to Antarcti-

ca.)  I also enjoy playing the piano 
and The New York Rangers. I look for-

ward to the occasions when our group 

gets together. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Summer Lunch and Dinner Schedule,  
please mark your   

calendar to reserve the date 
                                 
 



The Don and Angie Foundation has once 

again contributed $2000 to our Bonanno 

Foundation. We thank for their annual  

support of our Lodge. 

 

SGT. FM BONANNO LODGE #2549 
 

We are most  happy to report  that  our  Lodge has  

awarded two scholarships.  

Our first scholarship recipient, Caitria Catania, is the 

grandchild our members Ed and  Angie Catania.  

Caitria lives with her parents Matthew and Julie in Na-

tick, Massachusetts.   

Our  second scholarship recipient, Benjamin 

Sebestyen, is  the  grandchild of our  members Fran and  

Mike Sebestyen.  

Ben lives with  his  parents David and Kathleen in Co-

hasset,  Massachusetts. 

Each  student will  be awarded a  $500 scholarship.  

Our 2022  scholarship  award will go into e6ect in Feb-

ruary, 2022 and  close out on April 30, 2022.    

See more information about our Scholarship 

recipients on Page 10.

Our FAU recipient will be pre-

sented in another issue. 

   Our recipient  for our 2021  George Snow Schol-

arship is  Nicolas  Namia who  graduated  from   

Palm  Beach Central   High School with a  GPA  

of 3.98.  He  will  be attending the University of  

Florida in the fall of 2021 and is majoring in  Psy-

chology on a Pre Med track. He was  a leader in  

several community organizations as several 

school activities. The  George Snow  Foundation  

will be  providing our Lodge with a  Zoom 

presentation  of Nicolas toward the latter part of 

May so that he can have the chance to meet the 

recipient of this award. 



 

Caitria Catania 

Virginia Military Institute 

Computer Engineering 

Benjamin Sebesteyn 

UMASS– Amherst 

Business Management 

Bonanno Lodge and Snow Foundation Scholarship  Recipients 2021 

Nicholas Namia 

University of Florida 

Psychology/ Pre Med 

Our FAU recipient will be presented in another issue. 



 

Member Appreciation  
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optimize the architecture of the 'Third Rome'. «The whole of an-
cient Rome must be freed from mediocre disfigurements ... to cre-
ate the monumental Rome of the 20th century». Mussolini sus-
tained many assassination attempts; each could have been fatal 
to him, but he was always unharmed. On one of those occasions 
Mussolini launched one of his famous phrases: «If I advance, fol-
low me. If I back down, kill me. If I die, revenge me».  
 
   However true, Mussolini failed to carry out an act of social 
'reclamation' that only an efficient government like his could 
achieve. When Mussolini  went to Sicily,  he  returned  horrified. 
The Mafia domineered the land far beyond decency. Only a bra-
zen-faced and unrelenting totalitarian dictatorship could eradi-
cate this gangrene. Cesare Mori, an incorruptible decorated for-
mer police officer, then Quaestor (police superintendent) and 
finally Prefect (territorial governor), showed courage, dedica-
tion and integrity in the defense of the State and its institutions. 
[Mori is the man who arrested Vito Cascio Ferro, the gangster 
who had Lt. Joe Petrosino killed in Palermo].  
 

   He went down in history  as the 
"Iron Prefect" for his harsh methods 
used in the fight against the Mafia 
from 1924 to 1929. He  was the man  
personally chosen and sent by the 
Duce to crush the Mafia in Palermo. 
The  Duce  gave him full powers, 
even though he  knew that he would 
risk hitting fascist interests as well. 
«If current laws hinder you, we 
will make new laws. The authority 
of the State must be absolutely, I 
repeat, absolutely  re-established 

THE MYTH OF A DEMIGOD 

F 
or more than a decade Mussolini was the most pop-
ular European in America and in his regard, world 
public opinion did not feel the disgust aroused by 
Hitler because he never spoke of the superiority of 

the Italian people towards others but preached tolerance. He 
had restored social peace and paved the way for reconcilia-
tion of the Catholic Church. A statesman of quality and cul-
ture, he knew how to recognize the limits within which the 
freedom of a healthy people can be reduced, while Hitler 
had nothing to offer to hysterical people, pervaded by the 
idea of world dominance, thirsting for war and revenge. Sta-
lin didn't have these magnetic qualities either. Roosevelt re-
garded Mussolini as his only potential ally in his efforts 
to maintain world peace and Italy as America's only true 
friend in Europe.  
 
“Viale dell'Impero” (Empire 
Boulevard), now Via dei Fori 
Imperiali a 900 meters street, 
was inaugurated in 1932 by 
connecting Piazza Venezia (his 
headquarters in front if the Vit-
toriano, the Altar of the Father-
land) to the Colosseum. Musso-
lini realized this project with a 
view to enhance the glories of 
ancient Rome, isolating its 
monuments from subsequent 
superfluous constructions to 

BENITO MUSSOLINI (1883-1945) PART 3 OF 5 



 
were so tired of indiscipline and emptiness  [problem more than 
current!] that felt the need of an effective tyranny»". Although by 
1927 it was obvious that he was a dictator, Mussolini was ap-
preciated by statesmen and foreign newspapers. Winston 
Churchill called him "the greatest living legislator" and de-
clared: «the Italian government rests on a popular basis, support-
ed by the consensus of the great masses». He was fascinated by 
the Duce and realized that his only thought was the well-being 
of the Italian people. The people called for the providential in-
tervention of a man who could restore the country to order. So 
he had been placed on a pedestal of confidence, admiration and 
amazement. He was the first Italian statesman who had not 
been at least thirty years behind with the tastes of his time. He 
had convinced world public opinion that fascism was not a sim-
ple bump in the course in Italian history. He stated  that «the 
mass loves strong men. Music and women are the leaven of the 
crowd and it makes life more agreeable».  The Duce was able to 
build a considerable consensus around him. 
 
   Television at the time was the newsreel of the Istituto Luce. 
All films produced abroad or in the just inaugurated brand new 
Cinecitta , were personally censored by him. He loved watching 
the films of Laurel and Hardy and Charlie Chaplin. Mussolini's 
international popularity, especially in the United States, grew 
enormously in the early 1930s thanks to the transatlantic 
flights of Italo Balbo, Maresciallo dell’Aria (Air Force General), 
who considered the best aircraft for long flights to be the sea-
plane. The first transoceanic flight Rome-Chicago-New York-
Rome began on July 1, 1931 with 25 seaplanes. The reception in 
the United States was triumphant. The Weekly Times dedicated 
the cover to Balbo. The mayor of Chicago proclaimed July 15th 
"Italo Balbo's Day" and named Seventh Avenue near Lake Mich-
igan, "Balbo Avenue". [Part 4 to follow next month] 

in Sicily». If this is not very clear, crystal clear to under-
stand, I don’t know what.  Mori was decisive and inexorable. 
«If Sicilians are afraid of the Mafia, I will convince them that I 
am the most mafioso of all. The state must be scarier than the 
Mafia».  Never before (alas, never again) had a man man-
aged to bring the Mafia to its knees … but not knocked out. 
 
   So what happened? He would have succeeded in crushing 
it with the full powers by the fascist regime if he had not 
then stepped on the toes of the same people who had helped 
Mussolini come to power. Mori declared that the real mortal 
blow would only be given to the Mafia when he would have 
been allowed to rake not only among the countryside and 
villages, but in government offices, in police headquarters, 
in great mansions and even in some ministry. But this, we 
Sicilians, we have always known it! Evidently, even an effi-
cient dictatorial government can be corrupted. In fact, the 
local fascist leaders were the same 'capos' of the mafia hier-
archy, and therefore untouchable. Among the suspects was 
his own superior, the Minister of the Interior. The Mafia WAS 
the state in Sicily. Mussolini was inundated with complaints 
and by a deluge of anonymous letters. He thanked Mori for 
having ‘wiped out’ the Mafia and dismissed him. Mission ac-
complished!?! The Mafia was free to keep on breathing. The 
Mafia was not only in Palermo but in Rome, intricated like a 
cancer in the depths of the various government bodies, too 
tangled to be eradicated. Not even the absolute power of a 
dictator had succeeded in defeating it. 
 
   In 1927 George Bernard Shaw wrote: «The Italian people 

PAGE 2 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President Joan D’Amato wish-
es the Sgt. Bonanno Lodge a 
successful year. We are happy 
to see our members returning. 
We welcome with open arms 
our new members to the 
friendliest lodge in Florida 

Be an annual booster for $10. Make a dedication, 
birthday, memory or announcement for $25 



 

 



 

 Advertise in our newsletter for 12 months!  

Business card:  $50 

Half Page:    $75 

Full Page:   $125 

ADD TO WEBSITE $50.00 ADDITIONAL 

The Floridian 

To enjoy our Grand Lodge newsletter, 

please go  online to www.osiaflboca.org 

 Please Take Note 

If you find mistakes 

in our publication, 

PLEASE consider 

they are there for a 

purpose and remem-

ber that we publish 

something for every-

one, because some 

people are always 

looking for misteaks!        

EC 





 

ITALIAN AMERICAN MAGAZINE 

By now all lodge members should have received the summer issue of our Italian 

magazine. Please contact Ed Mottola 

should you haven’t received the magazine 

 

 

 

ANNUAL 

DUES:  

Paid the 

first of  

every year 

Individual: 

$45,  

Couple: 

$90,  

Social: $50 



 

 

LODGE INFORMATION 

 Our Board Meeting will be the first Wednes-

day of every month at 10AM on Zoom Format. 

Lodge Meeting at 6:30 PM on second Thursday 

of every month. We will begin meeting at the 

Elks of Boca every second Tuesday.  

 

 Members 

If anyone has a child or grandchild plan-
ning on attending College and would 
like to help the. Bonanno has available, 
every year, one $500 scholarship, which 
will be sent directly to the College of 
their choice. Please talk to us for more 
information. Caveat: You must be a paid 
in-full member in good standing! 



 

 PAST LODGE      
PRESIDENTS 

Edmondo Catania (4yrs) 

J. Nick Cantore 

Marie Ruggiero 

Ed Mottola, Jr. 

Peter Ocello 

Steve Petrarca 

John Polli 

William Santangelo 

Peter Vallone 

Frank Benedetto 

Carlo Boniello 

John Boniello 

Rosemary Boniello 

 

PLACE YOUR  

AD HERE 
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AD HERE 
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PLACE YOUR  

AD HERE 


