
 

  WWW.OSIAFLBOCA.ORG      501-C3 ORGANIZATION 

Let’s Get Together 

Where:   At Home on Zoom 

Time:   6:30 - 7:30 PM 

Guest Speaker:  Columbus Day – Researcher-Jose Romero -HISTORICAL RESEARCH-

ER OF SPANISH AND CARIBBEAN HISTORY Volunteer presenter, Castillo de San Marcos 

& Old San Juan National Park Service Historical Sites  

What to do: We will send a invite via email, just click on link and you should be brought 

directly to the meeting. If you have the app, you can also, type in the ID# and password. 

The host will admit you to the meeting. If you want to practice, contact us.  

Agenda:  Let’s get together to find out how we are doing, and catch up on Sgt Bonanno.   

To reserve call Angie Torres-Catania at 787-221-0785   

 

 

Jose spent18 years as a Designer/

Technology Systems Administrator for 

the State of Florida Transportation 

Dept. He then  decided to fully im-

merse himself into to his real passion: 

history. Since 2009 he has contributed 

to various roles and projects within 

the historian communities of Florida 

serving as document translator, re-

searcher, living history presenter and 

educator.  
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Order Sons and Daughters of Italy 

Dear Brothers and Sisters 
  
   The last six months have gone by so quickly 
and yet so slowly.    
   Children are returning to classrooms with social 
distancing and face masks.  This will be a new 
experience for them.  Just as the world has 
changed so much, we must adjust to a different 
way of life.  
   Our Lodge is planning an outside activity: a 
cookout at a pavilion on a local park. The pavil-
ions are covered and large enough to sit 
apart.  Since this would be our first activity since 
the shut down, I would need to know how many 
think they would be interested in attending. 
Please text me if you think you would join us. It 
will not be worth it unless there is enough attend-
ance. At this time, the park pavilions are closed, 
but when they open we will organize a date for a 
picnic. 
   October is Italian Heritage Month.   Our organi-
zation is making strides in halting the removal of 
Columbus Day and defacing his statues.  Our So-
cial Justice Committee has been in touch with 
local officials. 
   We will have our next zoom membership meet-
ing will be October 13 at 6:30 PM with possible 
speaker. Please join us. 
   There has never been a group of people like the 
immigrants of the past that have given so much to 
America and asked nothing in return.  This is 
your heritage, your culture.  Be proud.  

Cari Fratelli e Sorelle 
    Gli ultimi sei mesi sono passati così in fretta ma 
anche così lentamente. I bambini stanno tornando 
in classe con distanziamenti sociali e 
mascherine.  Questa sarà una nuova esperienza per 
loro.  Proprio come il mondo è cambiato così 
tanto, dobbiamo adattarci a un diverso modo di 
vivere.  Il nostro Lodge sta pianificando un'attività 
esterna: un cookout all’interno del padiglione di un 
parco locale. I padiglioni sono coperti e abbastanza 
grandi da sedersi con la dovuta distanza.   
   Dal momento che questa sarebbe stata la nostra 
prima attività dopo la chiusura, avrei bisogno di 
sapere quanti pensano che sarebbero interessati a 
partecipare.   Per favore mandatemi un messaggio 
se pensate di unirvi a noi.   Non ne vale la pena a 
meno che non ci sia abbastanza partecipazioneIn 
questo momento, i padiglioni sono chiusi, ma 
quando i parchi apriranno i padiglioni 
organizzeremo questo picnic . Ottobre è il Mese 
del Patrimonio Italiano.   La nostra organizzazione 
sta facendo passi da gigante per fermare la 
rimozione del Columbus Day e il deturpamento 
delle statue.  La nostra commissione per la 
giustizia sociale è in contatto con i funzionari 
locali. 
   La nostra prossima riunione zoom sarà il 13 
ottobre alle 18:30, possibilmente con un oratore. 
Unitevi a noi. Non c'è mai stato un gruppo di 
persone come gli immigrati del passato che hanno 
dato tanto all'America e non hanno chiesto nulla in 
cambio.  Questa è la nostra eredità e la nostra 

Order Sons and Daughters of Italy 



  

 

 14   Potluck  Dinner Nominations 
19  Charo 

 11  Elections and Pizza 
20  Jungle Queen River Boat Cruise and 
 Dinner 

10 Pasta Night Meeting 

16 Calder Race Track and Casino  

25 Sicilian Tenors 

 12  Mozzarella Cancelled 

TBD  Outside Event 

 12  Mozzarella Cancelled 
TBD  Outside Event 

 TBD Monday Lunch 

 TBD  Monday Lunch 
 
 
 
 

 TBD  Monday Lunch 

 

 

  8  Zoom First Meeting   

  13  Columbus Day 

TBD  Event 

 

 

 10     Veterans 

TBD  Event  

 3, 4 or 5 Christmas  Festa TBD 

If you wish to announce a special event, please send your 

Information to me no later than the 23rd of each month. 



 
  

3  Jim Fanuzzi 
11  Pasquale Greico 
19  Joan D’Amato 
22  John Castello 
28  Eva Mottola 
29  Michael Castello 
 

Belated Auguri for new member 

Dominic Guardino!  

September 30!!! 

 

A Tavola non si invecchia. 

We do not age at the dinner table. 





 

 

“ A scene has to have a rhythm of 

its own, a structure of its own.” 

Michelangelo Antonioni 

“And as I've gotten older, I've had more 

of a tendency to look for people who 

live by kindness, tolerance, compassion, 

a gentler way of looking at things“ 

Martin Scorsese 

 
“The aims of life are the best defense 
against death.” 
Primo Levi 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Let’s Get Together 

Where:   At Home on Zoom 

Time:    6:30 PM 

Guest Speaker:  Jose Romero- Historian on Columbus 

BYOB 

What to do: We will send a invite via email, just click on link and 

you should be brought directly to the meeting. You can download 

the app, as well. Contact us if you have any questions. 

Agenda: We would like to know if you would like to meet and find 

out  how we all are doing, and catch up on Sgt Bonanno.  

 

To reserve call Angie Torres-Catania at 787-221-0785   

Jose Romero Brief Biography 

Jose spent 18 years as a Designer/Technology Sys-

tems Administrator for the State of Florida Trans-

portation Dept. He then  decided to fully immerse 

himself into to his real passion: history. Since 2009 

he has contributed to various roles and projects 

within the historian communities of Florida serv-

ing as document translator, researcher, living histo-

ry presenter and educator.  



The Don and Angie Foundation has once 

again contributed $2000 to our Bonanno 

Foundation. We thank for their annual  

support of our Lodge. 

 

WELCOME  NEW  ADVERTISERS 

OUR LODGE  WELCOMES SEVERAL NEW ADS THAT HAVE   

BEEN PLACED IN   OUR NEWSLETTER. DURING THE DARK 

DAYS THAT WE FACED.  YOUR OFFICERS PUT IN THIS FUND-

RAISING PROGRAM IN AN EFFORT TO KEEP OUR LODGE 

ALIVE AND WELL WITH THE LOSS THE OF REVENUE THAT 

WE FIND OURSERVES IN. 

WE ARE NOW SEEKING THE HELP OF OUR MEMBERSHIP TO 

JOIN IN AND ASSIST US WITH THIS PROGRAM. MY SISTERS 

AND BROTHERS, COME JOIN WITH US IN SEEKING NEW AD-

VERTISERS FOR OUR NEWSLETTER. OUR ADS ARE PRICED AS 

FOLLOWS: BUSINESS CARD, $50.00, I/2 PAGE, $75.00, FULL 

PAGE, $125.00 AND website  $25.00 ADDITIONAL 

POTENTIAL ADS COME FROM RESTAURANTS, BEAUTY AND 

BARBER SHOPS, BANKS, FLORIST, DOCTORS AND DENTIST 

AND THE BEAT GOES ON. 

SHOULD ANYONE REQUIRE ASSISTANCE WHILE SEEKING 

ADS PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CALL ME, AS I STAND READY TO 

ASSIST YOU. SEMPRE AVANTI! 

EDWARD MOTTOLA, JR.                                   

AD PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 

561-479-2096  

CALENDAR  PROGRAM 

On  January 1,2021, the  annual  Grand  Lodge of  

Florida 2021 Calendar  program will  begin  and 

runs until the end of 2021. 

The calendars make great gifts for family, friends 

and yourself. Each calendar has a  three  digit 

number which is active for the entire year and  

each day of the  year contains $50, $100, $300, 

$500 or $1000.00. Winners are selected from Flor-

ida’s nightly 

Pick three  number. If your  three digit  calendar 

number is the same as your three digit number 

you are the winner . You can win as many time  as 

your  calendar number matches Florida’s nightly 3 

digit number. Cost of calendar is $50.00. 

For further  information or if you wish  to pur-

chase a calendar for 2021 please call me at 561-

479-2096. Thank you. 

Edward Mottola, Jr. 

Chairman, Calendar Program 



The Don and Angie Foundation has once 

again contributed $2000 to our Bonanno 

Foundation. We thank for their annual  

support of our Lodge. 

 

to him. My great-grandmother’s family name was DiMaria. Over 
the years, due to negligence by local town officials, the ‘Di’ was 
truncated. As a result, the family name now is just Maria, without 
the Di, which not only causes a genealogical nightmare, but it mu-
tated completely the name. Imagine not being able to name a baby 
girl Maria in the family.  
 
   Because of similar omissions we often come across given names 
used as family name. In USA is not unusual.  Stella, Letizia, 
Sergio, Emanuele, Damiano and Raffaele are all popular surnames 
in the area of Capo d’Orlando, where I live. Given the fact that in 
Italy there is a tendency to state or write in official documents, first 
the surname and then the given name, we may very well find 
ourselves in the quandary of not knowing which is which. I guess, 
and not just in my family, the ‘Di’, over the centuries, was omitted, 
truncated, dropped off, removed as superfluous, and leaving just 
the name. And so, Amedeo DiLuigi may happen to have been 
abridged to simply Amedeo Luigi (first and last name).  
 
 People arriving in the USA at Ellis Island were at risk of having 
their surnames mutated or completely changed. At times, an in-

spector who found an immigrant’s actual surname too compli-
cated to spell or too incomprehensible to pronounce would 
either abbreviate the name (i.e. Ragnoni to Ragno) or substi-
tute an entirely different one (i.e. Andolini to Corleone). Phil 
Leotardo, in an episode, of the popular TV series “The Sopra-
nos” told his grandchildren that his real family name was 

Leonardo but it was changed when his grandfather came to 
America. 

[Continued on next page] 

F 
amily names can go through variations over the years. 
They may be spelled and written differently. Surnames 
will be passed on to future generation, century after 
century, until a letter will magically or inexplicably 

drop off along the way, or it will be added. It’s so easy to mu-
tate a surname from one generation to another, not to talk about 
over the centuries. Language translation could very well alter a 
surname, thus the German name Metzger (occupational in 
origin) became Butcher in English. 
 
     Many Italian surnames derived from descriptive nicknames. 
Even after hereditary surnames had become the rule in Italy, de-
scriptive nicknames were often passed from one generation to 
another and gradually replaced the hereditary surname. This 
practice has produced numerous animals, fish, bird and insect 
names. For example: Cannella (a person growing cinnamon), 
Medici (one who practiced medicine) and Rotolo (one who 
made or wrote on scrolls). Italians also used the ‘D’, ‘Di’ or 
‘De’ to indicate ‘son of’. It’s popular to find names like 
D’Amelio (son of Amelio), DiStefano (son of Stefa-
no) or DeGaetano (son of Gaetano). Surnames 
can also have prefixes such as ‘Da’, ‘Del’, 
‘Della’ and ‘Dalla’ to indicate place of origin, 
like a town or land settlement. This gave origin 
to the surnames of people like Antonello DaMessi-
na (from Messina), Giovanni DelBosco (from the 
woods), Diego DellaValle (from the valley) and Carlo Al-
berto DallaChiesa (from the church).  
   Language changes, carelessness and high degree of 
illiteracy (sometimes the man did not know how to 
spell his own name) compounded the number of 
ways a name could have been spelled. Often the 
town clerk spelled the name the way it sounded 

ITALIAN SURNAMES  - Part One 



The Don and Angie Foundation has once 

again contributed $2000 to our Bonanno 

Foundation. We thank for their annual  

support of our Lodge. 

 
Calabro or Calabrese (from Calabria), Puglisi (from Apulia), 
Abruzzese (from Abruzzi), Toscano (from Tuscany), Lombardo 
(from Lombardy), Napolitano (from Naples) and Romano (from 
Rome). Other examples of surnames are Palermo, Catania, Messi-
na, Trapani, Siracusa, Ragusa, Caltagirone, Cefalù, Taormina, etc. 
For a person to have Catania as surname, some family ancestor, 
centuries ago, must had originated from the city of Catania for this 
individual to be identified as such.  
 
   Surnames have strange and absurd origins. Some Italian sur-
names are ridiculously funny, such as: Pagliaccio, Buffo, 
Mastronzo, Culetto, Carissimo, Finocchio, Felice, etc. But the 
following, not only are embarrassing but very offensive: Chiappa, 
Culó, Porco, Pompini, Frocione, Bocchino, Scazzoso, etc. I will not 
even dare to translate them. So many people would do anything to 
acquire a certain prestigious surname, to shake off a surname that 
carries the weight of infamy, shame and dishonor, and others would 
pay to have it changed. But it is still a legacy that is handed down 
to us, a name that indicates to which family we belong.  
    
Not all of us can be emblazoned, but our surname is in fact our em-
blem or coat of arms and we must carry it with integrity. Perhaps 
some or many of us have wondered whether having another sur-
name would significantly have changed something in our lives or 
in our personality characteristics. Let’s be proud of our surname, 

beautiful, ugly, long, short, bizarre 
or unpleasant as it might be. Carry 
it with dignity, whether it may be 
an honor or a burden. 

    Not all the Italian surnames end in a vowel. There are names 
of different ethnic origin, and I am not referring to new genera-
tion Italians, children or grandchildren of people who immigrat-
ed to Italy in recent decades. You can be an Italian citizen with a 
foreign surname since Italy has become another melting-pot just 
like the USA. There are ancient surnames of Greek-Albanian 
origins or from other European countries over past centuries. 
It’s unusual but not uncommon to find surnames like Oxha or 
Craxi. In Sicily there is an ancient settlement of Greek-
Albanians called Piana Degli Albanesi that originated in the 15th 
century. It is the most important and well-known center of Sicil-
ian Albanians which, until 1941, was called Piana Dei Greci 
(Greek Plain) for the Greek-Byzantine rite professed by its in-
habitants. 
 
   Italians, who live close to the northern borders with France, 
Switzerland, Austria, Slovenia and Croatia, apart from the pecu-
liarity of being bilingual, may have unfamiliar surnames or Ital-
ian names which have been Frenchified or Germanized over the 
years. The following are famous Italian sport champions: Fran-
cesco Moser, Armin Zöeggeler, Alex Schwazer, Roberto Rib-
aud, Libania Grenot, Reinhold Mess-
ner, Claudio Fogolin, and Piero 
Gros.  There are common Italian 
surnames that end in ‘s’, like 
DeAngelis (son of Angelus), De-
Santis (son of Sanctus), DeAurelis 
(son of Aurelius), DeLaurentis (son 
of Laurentius), etc. As you can understand, 
these are surnames of Latin origin. Whereas Pirras, 
Marras and Melis are Sardinian surnames.  
   Surnames, that once upon a time denoted the 
city or region of origin, are also very popular. 
These are: Siciliano (from Sicily), Sardo (from Sardinia), 

PAGE 2 

https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alex_Schwazer
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roberto_Ribaud
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roberto_Ribaud


 
 

 

 
 
 
 M 

ike was born in a small village in Hungary, the 
youngest of five brothers to grow up during the 
WWII era. In 1956, during the Hungarian Revolu-
tion, 19-year-old Mike (the youngest of five boys) 

began a three-day walk to the Austrian border. The journey to es-
cape the Communist occupation was successful. Following a 
three-month stay at a Red Cross Refugee Camp, Mike 
received US sponsorship from his uncle in Ohio, 
providing a place to stay, and an eventual path to 
US citizenship.   
   After a year, Mike moved to Massachu-
setts.  Despite not speaking English, he took 
a job as a stock boy.  Here, a co-worker 
shared her high school yearbook with 
Mike, asking him if he would like to 
choose a friend of hers to meet. After pick-
ing Fran’s picture, they met and dated until 
Mike was drafted into the army. When he 
returned, they married. Mike learned Eng-
lish himself, and earned an Associate’s  De-
gree in Business Administration. He spent 
most of his career as a Traffic Manager for a 
book publishing firm, and played drums on eve-
nings and weekends as a steadily-working musician.  
   Fran's parents were from Catania, Sicily, settling in Massa-
chusetts in 1921 with Fran’s two older sisters. Three more chil-
dren were born in the US, with Fran being the youngest. Fran’s 
Sicilian father was very strict and wanted his children to marry 
only other Italians. Finally, he agreed to Fran and Mike's marriage, 
eventually reasoning that Hungary was close enough in distance to 
Italy! 
    
Fran worked from home until their children were older, then 
worked in Boston for many years as an office manager at a court 

Fran and Mike Sebesteyn 

reporting firm. Over the past few years, Fran has been re-
searching her family tree, hoping to learn more about any rela-
tives remaining in Sicily. “I used the internet to research my 
family name and history. The search has not been entirely suc-
cessful, but has been a very rewarding experience. There were 

some unexpected benefits, too. As it turns out, we’ve be-
come great and lasting friends with wonderful 

people who came up in my research, even 
though we are not directly related. We met 

a gentleman (with the same last name) 
from my parents’ town living right 

here in Florida. During a recent trip 
to Sicily, our new friend located a 
cousin of mine we had never known 
about”. 
   Fran and Mike have 2 sons. When 
the boys were ages 1 and 5, the 
Sebestyen’s visited Hungary to meet 

the family that Mike had not seen in 
14 years. They are fortunate to have 

since made a number of return trips as a 
family, and have hosted visits in the US 

for their Hungarian relatives. 
 

They have been married for 56 years, and except for 
missing family and 5 grandchildren, very much enjoy living in 
Florida. They are very thankful for the wonderful friends they 
have made at the Sons and Daughters of Italy, and are looking 
forward to upcoming events and new friends! 

 



 

 Advertise in our newsletter for 12 months!  

Business card:  $50 

Half Page:    $75 

Full Page:   $125 

ADD TO WEBSITE $50.00 ADDITIONAL 

The Floridian 

To enjoy our Grand Lodge newsletter, 

please go  online to www.osiaflboca.org 

 Please Take Note 

If you find mistakes 

in our publication, 

PLEASE consider 

they are there for a 

purpose and re-

member that we 

publish something 

for everyone, be-

cause some people 

are always looking 

for misteaks!        

EC 





 

ITALIAN AMERICAN MAGAZINE 

By now all lodge members should have received the summer issue of our Italian 

magazine. Please contact Ed Mottola 

should you haven’t received the magazine 

 

 

 

ANNUAL 

DUES:  

Paid the 

first of  

every year 

Individual: 

$45,  

Couple: 

$90,  

Social: $50 



 

 

LODGE INFORMATION 

Our Board Meeting will be the first Wednesday 
of every month at the West Boca Library 

Lodge Meeting at 6:30 PM on second Tuesday 
of every month beginning September at Delray 
Masonic Lodge,  4093 NW 4th Ave. Boca Raton 

 

 Members 

If anyone has a child or grandchild plan-
ning on attending College and would 
like to help the. Bonanno has available, 
every year, one $500 scholarship, which 
will be sent directly to the College of 
their choice. Please talk to us for more 
information. Caveat: You must be a paid 
in-full member in good standing! 



 

 

 

 

             PLEASE BE ALERT SHOULD 
YOUR RECEIVE A CALL FROM ATT 
ADVISING YOU THAT YOU ARE ELIGI-
BLE FOR A REFUND ON YOUR AC-
COUNT. THIS IS A SCAM OPERATION. 

  

                              ED MOTTOLA,JR. 



 

 PAST LODGE      
PRESIDENTS 

Edmondo Catania (4yrs) 

J. Nick Cantore 

Marie Ruggiero 

Ed Mottola, Jr. 

Peter Ocello 

Steve Petrarca 

John Polli 

William Santangelo 

Peter Vallone 

Frank Benedetto 

Carlo Boniello 

John Boniello 

Rosemary Boniello 


