
 

  WWW.OSIAFLBOCA.ORG      501-C3 ORGANIZATION 

Let’s Get Together 

Where: At Home on Zoom 

Time: 6:30—7:30 PM 

BYOB: 

What to do: We will send a invite via email, just click on link and 

you should be brought directly to the meeting. You can download 

the app, as well. If you need help, contact us.  

Agenda:  Let’s get together to find out how we are doing, and 

catch up on Sgt Bonanno.  

 To reserve call Angie Torres-Catania at 787-221-0785   

 



 

OFFICERS 
President: Joan D’Amato 561 414 1825 
Acting Vice President: Edmondo Catania 
Financial Secretary: Larry Danza 
Treasurer: Mike Sebestyen 
Immediate Past President: Edmondo Catania 
Recording Secretary: Francesca Nelson 
Orator/ Past State President: Edward Mottola 
Chaplain: Father Adam Forno  
Trustees: Justin Appi,  Joe D’Amato, Nick 
Cantore, Eva Mottola, Joe Dente,  Lydia 
Marini, Claudia Sylvester, Nick Cantore 
State Deputy: Millie Gasperoni 
Italian Cultural Historian: Ed Mottola 
 

COMMITTEES   
Events: Joan D’Amato and Lynn Pascarelli, 
Lydia Marini, Fran Sebestyen 
Newsletter: Ed Catania, Raf Gueli 
Scholarship/Membership: Ed Mottola Jr. 
Cookbook & Calendars: Ed Mottola Jr. 
House: Marjorie Miller  
Service: 
Sunshine: Angie Torres  
501C3 Fundraising: Nick Cantore, Ed Cata-
nia 
Website: Justin Appi / Ed Catania 
 

BONANNO OFFICERS_                      
GRAND LODGE OF FLORIDA 

First Vice President: Joe Dente 
Second Vice President: Nick Cantore 
State Trustee-Region VII– Edmondo Catania 
 

HONORARY MEMBERS      
 Don and Angie Seta 
 Millie Gasperoni 

 

 

  

  

 

Order Sons and Daughters of Italy 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
   It does not look like we may not have the op-
portunity to commence our social activities in 
September, as the Masonic Lodge and other ven-
ues we are considering may not be opening until 
October. 
   I would like to personally thank everyone from 
the bottom of my heart, who promptly responded 
to our petition with a generous donation.  If you 
have not seen our request, please consider giving 
whatever you feel comfortable.  If you are not 
able to give, please just say a prayer for the Sgt. 
Bonanno Lodge and its members. When I became 
President, I had a lot of plans for social events 
and opportunities to learn about our heritage and 
culture. 
   Unfortunately, we find ourselves in a “holding 
pattern” with bills to pay and no income.  Again, 
I can’t say when we will be able to get together, 
as September is in limbo. I promise when we 
have some positive news, I will let you know im-
mediately. Your safety is important to us. I want-
ed also to let you know our Social Justice Com-
mittee is carrying out a movement to address the 
desecration and tearing down the Columbus stat-
ues.  As a great explorer, he is part of our history, 
and our history will not be taken away. Thank 
you in advance for your continued support and if 
anyone just wants to talk, I am available to all of 
you. God Bless us all. 

Cari Fratelli e Sorelle,  
   Non mi sembra che potremmo iniziare le nostre 
attività sociali a settembre, poiché il Masonic 
Lodge e altre associazioni stanno considerando di 
aprire non prima di ottobre. Vorrei ringraziare 
personalmente, dal profondo del mio cuore, tutti 
quelli che hanno prontamente risposto alla nostra 
petizione con una generosa donazione.  Se non 
avete visto la nostra richiesta, vi preghiamo di 
prenderla in considerazione e dare tutto ciò che vi 
sentite di dare.  Se non siete in grado di dare, basta 
una preghiera per il Sgt. Bonanno Lodge e i suoi 
membri. Quando sono diventata presidente, avevo 
molti progetti per eventi sociali e opportunità per 
conoscere il nostro patrimonio e la nostra cultura. 
Purtroppo, ci troviamo in una situazione 
sospendente con bollette da pagare e senza 
reddito.  Ancora una volta, non posso dire quando 
saremo in grado di stare insieme, visto che 
settembre è in limbo. Prometto che quando avremo 
delle notizie positive, ve li faremo sapere 
immediatamente. La vostra incolumità è 
importante per noi. Volevo anche farvi sapere che 
la nostra commissione per la giustizia sociale sta 
compiendo un movimento per affrontare la 
profanazione delle statue di Colombo.  Come 
grande esploratore, fa parte della nostra storia e la 
nostra storia non ci sarà deprivata. 
   Grazie in anticipo per il vostro continuo sostegno 
e se qualcuno vuole solo parlare, sono a 
disposizione di tutti voi. Dio ci benedica tutti. 
  

Order Sons and Daughters of Italy 



  

 

 14   Potluck  Dinner Nominations 
19  Charo 

 11  Elections and Pizza 
20  Jungle Queen River Boat Cruise and 
 Dinner 

10 Pasta Night Meeting 

16 Calder Race Track and Casino  

25 Sicilian Tenors 

 12  Mozzarella Cancelled 

TBD  Outside Event 

 12  Mozzarella Cancelled 
TBD  Outside Event 

 TBD Monday Lunch 

 TBD  Monday Lunch 
 
 
 
 

 TBD  Monday Lunch 

 

 

  8  Zoom First Meeting–   

  13  Columbus– Potluck 

TBD  Event 

 

 

 10     Veterans 

TBD  Event  

 3, 4 or 5 Christmas  Festa TBD 

If you wish to announce a special event, please send your 

Information to me no later than the 23rd of each month. 



 
  

2  Jeff Raffa 

9   Tony Yazzetti 

15  Millie Gasperoni (95) 

26  Doris Danza 

 

  

Amici e vino sono meglio vecchi. 

Old friends and old wine are best. 





 

 

“If we are completely honest with our-

selves, everyone has a dark side to 

their personalities.” 

Isabella Rossellini 

“One of the things the government can't do is 

run anything. The only things our government 

runs are the post office and the railroads, and 

both of them are bankrupt.” 

Lee Iacocca 

“You exist only in what you do.” 

Federico Fellini 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s Get Together 

Where: At Home on Zoom 

Time: 6:30 PM 

BYOB 

What to do: We will send a invite via email, just click on link and you should be brought di-

rectly to the meeting. You can download the app, as well. Contact us if you have any questions. 

Agenda: We would like to know if you would like to meet and find out  how we all are doing, 

and catch up on Sgt Bonanno.  

 

    To reserve call Angie Torres-Catania at 787-221-0785   

 

 

  



The Don and Angie Foundation has once 

again contributed $2000 to our Bonanno 

Foundation. We thank for their annual  

support of our Lodge. 

 



The Don and Angie Foundation has once 

again contributed $2000 to our Bonanno 

Foundation. We thank for their annual  

support of our Lodge. 

 

age American does not give up and wants to fight against 
their own destiny to build his own happiness. On the other 
hand, the Italian waits to be happy and demands that the 
state help him achieve happiness.  
   The effect of this situation in my opinion, causes Ameri-
can alcoholism (too frustrated and depressed because they 
can't all be Rockefellers) and current Italian permissive-
ness (or rather passive attitude). Another consideration 
came: Americans act a lot (sometimes too much I add) and 
speak less, while Italians talk too much and never act. In-
teresting to see how even within the walls of the home of a 
small family there are two worlds so different but at the 
same time united.  
 
   I am a perfect Italian while my husband is a perfect 
American. Since the two of us are going to love and agree, 
I wonder if there is a way to get along, even with two phi-
losophies so conflicting. Or is there something else we 
miss? Perhaps it is not true that us Italians are so different 
from the Americans (or vice versa). Maybe we don't notice 

it, but we all have the same flaws 
despite different personalities” 

D 
eborah M. writes on  “Italians with Beppe 
Severgnini”, a column of the Corriere della 
Sera, an Italian daily newspaper published 
in Milan, about the differences of Italian and 

American mentalities. 
 
“Dear Italians, I would like to write a few lines about 
the umpteenth discussion made between me, my hus-
band and friends (Italian and American) about the dif-
ferences between Italian and American life. My hus-
band is an American from Alabama, and I am an Italian 
from Milan. A very interesting topic has come up that I 
would like to propose at this forum. It seems that the 
substantial difference between Italians and Americans is 
in considering life in different ways.   
 
   Let me explain. Italians would tend to be fatalistic. 
Most Italians blame fate for every-
thing that happens to them. It's al-
ways the fault of others or of life. 
Americans, on the other hand, think 
that if something goes wrong in 
their lives it's their fault because 
they are losers, because they are 
not smart enough. They blame eve-
rything if they fail to achieve suc-
cess.  
   Apparently from the discussion 
made it has emerged that the aver-

ITALY/USA: MINDSET IN COMPARISON 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milan


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Saving Columbus Day 

Senator Ron Johnson 
328 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
  
Senator James Lankford 
316 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
  
Dear Sen. Johnson and Sen. Lankford: 
  
     On behalf of the Commission for Social Justice, the anti-defamation 
arm of the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America (OSDIA), I would 
like to express our outrage that you have proposed an amendment to re-
place the federal Columbus Day holiday with Juneteenth. OSDIA is the 
largest organization of Italian Americans. Our mission is to promote the 
Italian culture, heritage, and contributions that our ancestors have made 
to this great country and the world. We are shocked that the Senate is 
considering the implementation of any measure that marginalizes our 
holiday and our heritage. 
  
     Since 1937, Columbus Day has been a federally recognized holiday—
something that our organization fought hard to achieve. For Italian Amer-
icans, as well as other immigrant groups, who came over as oppressed 
masses in the early 20th century, it was Columbus who served as their 
champion and gave them hope of a new life, one with opportunity. Thus, 
for Americans of Italian descent, Columbus Day serves as an opportunity 
to celebrate our ancestors and the struggles they overcame to assimilate 
into American culture. It is unjust to take away the symbol of their very 
identity and the contributions they have made since the early 1900s. In 
doing so, you are choosing one ethnic group over another—which is the 
ultimate insult to both groups. 
  

     We are in full support of recognizing African Americans, and in fact, we 
already do so in observing Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. Why must further 
recognition replace Columbus Day? With only 12 recognized federal holi-
days that leaves 353 possible days for the United States to further recog-
nize the struggles of African Americans. Though we are in full support of 
this, it is equally unjust to take away from Italian Americans a day that 
represents their roots, history and contributions to this country. Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., himself, expressed these sentiments best when he 
stated: “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” 
  
     We at the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America believe in di-
versity and tolerance by Addition, not by Subtraction or Substitution. In 
1992, Italian Americans were declared a protected minority by Federal 
Judge Constance Motley Baker in a lawsuit brought against the City Uni-
versity of New York (Scelsa v. CUNY). Judge Baker found evidence of bla-
tant discrimination against Italian Americans, and we have used this rul-
ing against those that attack our community—including our holiday. We 
will use this ruling in the future.  Ethnic groups should NOT be pitted 
against each other, and proposing to replace Columbus Day with 
Juneteenth does exactly that. I urge you and the United States Senate to 
recognize the struggles of African Americans on a day that doesn’t re-
place Columbus Day as a federal holiday. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

410 Park Avenue, 22nd Floor 
New York, NY 10022 
info@knowcolumbus.org 
 
July 9, 2020 
 
Five Largest Italian American Groups in the Nation Unite to Defend Colum-
bus 
A new organization is seeking to dispel the myths surrounding Christopher 
Columbus, and it is being backed by the five largest Italian American or-
ganizations in the United States and their millions of members and follow-
ers. 
In the wake of the unprecedented attacks on the reputation of Christopher 
Columbus that have spread throughout the country, the five most signifi-
cant Italian American organizations in the nation decided that the Geno-
vese navigator deserved a fair and balanced examination and the more 
than 20 million-person Italian American Community must help lead the 
effort to make sure he gets it.  
The Columbus Citizens Foundation, the Italians Sons and Daughters of 
America (ISDA), the National Italian American Foundation (NIAF), the Or-
der of the Sons and Daughters of Italy (OSDIA), and UNICO National -- 
gathered together in an unprecedented show of Italian American unity to 
form, and fund, the National Columbus Education Foundation. 
The National Columbus Education Foundation was organized as a way to 
conduct and distribute research, studies and analysis relating to Christo-
pher Columbus. The Foundation intends to develop policy solutions and 
proposals to address the preservation of Columbus Day with an emphasis 
on correcting the false narrative surrounding the famed explorer. Re-
sources will be directed towards educating the general public to promote 
an active discussion to verify the great accomplishments of Christopher 
Columbus and why Columbus Day should be preserved, and celebrated by 
all Americans. 
The National Columbus Education Foundation will concentrate its educa-
tional and outreach activities on correcting the false narrative about Chris-

topher Columbus. The Foundation will also undertake a variety of research 
projects to assist with developing educational materials and multi-media 
content that are accessible to the general public, as well as to grassroots 
leaders and policymakers. 
complex historical figure,” said John M. Viola, executive director. “It is our 
immediate intention to begin the work of building a coalition of Americans 
of all ethnic, religious, and political backgrounds to make clear that our 
nation deserves an honest look at Columbus and all aspects of its history. 
Up until now, critics of Columbus have refused to have an open discussion 
and based their vitriolic attacks on one or two accounts of Columbus’ life 
written hundreds of years ago by people with their own agendas, and we 
think that ought to be corrected.  At this critical moment in American so-
cial history, if we really want to correct historical wrongs, then we can’t 
perform that delicate surgery by chopping at it with a blunt axe, and that is 
what is happening.” 
  
About the National Columbus Education Foundation 
The National Columbus Education Foundation was organized to conduct 
and distribute research, studies and analysis relating to Christopher Co-
lumbus. Comprised of members from all major national Italian American 
organizations -- Columbus Citizens Foundation, the Italians Sons and 
Daughters of America (ISDA), the National Italian American Foundation 
(NIAF), the Order of the Sons and Daughters of Italy (OSDIA), and UNICO 
National-- the Foundation intends to develop policy solutions and pro-
posals to address the preservation of Columbus Day with an emphasis on 
correcting the false narrative surrounding the famed explorer. Resources 
will be directed towards educating the general public to promote an active 
discussion to verify the great accomplishment of Christopher Columbus 
and why Columbus Day should be preserved. 

Saving Columbus Day 
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E 
nrico came to America from Frosinone, Italy at the 
age of 10.  He came to live with his aunt and uncle in 
New Jersey.  It took ten days to arrive (3 days in Na-
ples and 5 days in Rome) as the paperwork was held 

up.  He stayed at a foster facility directed by the Red Cross.  Up-
on arrival in the US he was put into parochial school, in the 
third grade (even though he did not speak any English.  (Later 
he skipped grade 7 to catch up)   
 
Enrico has always had a great work ethic, so at 13 he begged 
the manager of Foodtown to push carriages after school and 
Saturdays for $1.00 per hour.  From there he became a stock 
boy and then a cashier through high school.  After high school 
he worked in construction under Laborers Local 472 until en-
listing in the Air Force, during the Vietnam War.  Enrico earned 
his Associates Degree at NJIT in Civil Engineering. 
 
During his junior year of high school, Enrico took an Italian 
class (for an easy A as he was fluent).  It was there that he met 
the love of his life, Lydia De Gasperis.  She had her eye on him 
and actually asked him to the Sadie Hawkins Dance.  Lydia's 
grandparents, Rosa and Francesco, coincidentally, came from 
the same province in Italy.  They dated through high school 
and through the Air Force days.  They were married in 1973.  
Of course, Enrico wanted to get married while he was still in 
the Air Force, Lydia's parents would not hear of that and made 
them wait until his four years were completed.  She was raised 
pretty strict, being their only child.  Lydia went to secretarial 
school upon graduation.  She worked as secretary for a chemi-
cal company, the personnel director of Toys R Us and the cater-

Lydia and Enrico Marini 

ing director of the Sheraton Hotel. Then, after raising their 
three daughters, became secretary to a superintendent of 
schools, until her retirement. 
 
Today they enjoy residing in Florida as well as New Jersey 
(so we can spend time with our five grandchildren).  When 
we moved to Boynton Beach in 2014, we were looking to 
join an Italian/American Club and were happy to find the 
Sons and Daughters of Italy in Boca Raton.  We've met so 
many great friends!  



 

ITALIAN AMERICAN MAGAZINE 

 

By now all lodge members should have 

received the summer issue of our Italian 

magazine. Please contact Ed Mottola 

should you haven’t received the magazine 

 Advertise in our newsletter for 12 months!  

Business card:  $50 

Half Page:    $75 

Full Page:   $125 

   

The Floridian 

To enjoy our Grand 

Lodge newsletter, 

please go  online to 

www.osiafl.org 



 



 

 Please Take Note 

If you find mistakes in our publication, PLEASE 

consider they are there for a purpose and remem-

ber that we publish something for everyone, be-

cause some people are always looking for 

misteaks!        EC 

 PAST LODGE      
PRESIDENTS 

Edmondo Catania (4yrs) 

J. Nick Cantore 

Marie Ruggiero 

Ed Mottola, Jr. 

Peter Ocello 

Steve Petrarca 

John Polli 

William Santangelo 

Peter Vallone 

Frank Benedetto 

Carlo Boniello 

John Boniello 

Rosemary Boniello 

ANNUAL 

DUES:  

Paid the first of 

every year 

Individual: $45,  

Couple: $90,  

Social: $50 



 



 

 

LODGE INFORMATION 

Our Board Meeting will be the first Wednesday 
of every month at the West Boca Library 

Lodge Meeting at 6:30 PM on second Tuesday 
of every month beginning September at Delray 
Masonic Lodge,  4093 NW 4th Ave. Boca Raton 

 

 Members 

If anyone has a child or grandchild plan-
ning on attending College and would 
like to help the. Bonanno has available, 
every year, one $500 scholarship, which 
will be sent directly to the College of 
their choice. Please talk to us for more 
information. Caveat: You must be a paid
-in-full member in good standing! 



 

 

 

 

             PLEASE BE ALERT SHOULD 
YOUR RECEIVE A CALL FROM ATT 
ADVISING YOU THAT YOU ARE ELIGI-
BLE FOR A REFUND ON YOUR AC-
COUNT. THIS IS A SCAM OPERATION. 

  

                              ED MOTTOLA,JR. 


