
              
 

MEMBER APPRECIATION 
Where:    Sunset Cove Park, near Pavilion and Amphitheater, Burt Aaronson  South  County Regional  Park,   
  20405 Amphitheater Circle, Boca Raton.  
  (Entrance can be reached heading west on Glades Road after Rte 441 about 2 miles on right. Also, heading west on  
  Yamato Road after Rte 441 about 1.5 miles on left.) 
Time:       4:00PM to 6:00 PM 
Cost:  Members—Free,  Guests $5 
Speaker: Sam Shoptow, Veteran representative 
                      We are having our members appreciation meeting to thank you for your  
                      continued loyalty during these difficult times. Our Bonanno Lodge will  
                       provide Pizza and soft drinks to all members. See you there. 

 

RESERVE NOW, we need a headcount,  
call Angie Torres Catania at 787– 221- 0785 

 PO Box 970101, Boca Raton, FL 33497-0101– 501(c) (3)  



 

OFFICERS 
President: Joan D’Amato 561 414 1825 
Acting Vice President: Edmondo Catania 
Financial Secretary: Larry Danza 
Treasurer: Mike Sebestyen 
Immediate Past President: Edmondo Catania 
Recording Secretary: Francesca Nelson 
Orator/ Past State President: Edward Mottola 
Chaplain: Father Adam Forno  
Trustees: Justin Appi,  Joe D’Amato, Nick 
Cantore, Eva Mottola, Joe Dente,  Lydia 
Marini, Claudia Sylvester, Nick Cantore, 
Dominick Guardino 
State Deputy: Greg Esposito 
Italian Cultural Historian: Ed Mottola 
 

COMMITTEES   
Events: Joan D’Amato and Lynn Pascarelli, 
Lydia Marini, Fran Sebestyen 
Newsletter: Ed Catania, Raf Gueli 
Scholarship/Membership: Ed Mottola Jr. 
Cookbook & Calendars: Ed Mottola Jr. 
House: Marjorie Miller  
Service: 
Sunshine: Angie Torres  
501C3 Fundraising: Nick Cantore, Ed Cata-
nia 
Website: Justin Appi / Ed Catania 

 
BONANNO OFFICERS_                      

GRAND LODGE OF FLORIDA 
First Vice President: Joe Dente 
Second Vice President: Nick Cantore 
State Trustee-Region VII– Edmondo Catania 
 

HONORARY MEMBERS      
Father Adam Forno 
 Don and Angie Seta 

 Millie Gasperoni 

 

  

  

 

 

  

  

 

Order Sons and Daughters of Italy 

Dear Brothers and Sisters 
 
   The Bonanno Lodge is on a long road to 
recovery. Our picnic in March was a big 
success. Our dinner at Caruso was met 
with accolades by those that attended. 
Next meeting – Members appreciation is 
on April 13, 2021. See flyer.  
   Also, upcoming activities are posted in 
our website and newsletter. We will con-
tinue to meet in the park for April and 
May. Usually, we take summers off from 
meetings, but we will continue with lunch-
es and early dinners.  
   In the newsletter we have ads, as you 
know, and we are now opening that up to 
“boosters page” for your personal messag-
es and donations, maybe to wish the lodge 
well or some congratulations on an im-
portant date like birthday or anniversary. 
Please contact me if interested.  
   March 31st is deadline for dues for this 
year. We are happy to see almost all our 
members are back and participating. We 
welcome eight new members to the 
“friendliest” lodge in Florida.  
   Joe and I wish everyone a Blessed East-
er.  

 Cari fratelli e sorelle. 
  
   Il Bonanno Lodge è su una lunga strada 
per il recupero. Il nostro picnic di marzo è 
stato un grande successo. La nostra cena da 
Caruso è stata accolta con riconoscimenti 
da coloro che hanno partecipato. Prossima 
riunione - L'apprezzamento dei soci è per il 
13 aprile 2021. Vedi volantino. Inoltre, le 
prossime attività sono pubblicate nel nostro 
sito web e newsletter. Continueremo a 
incontrarci nel parco per aprile e maggio. 
Di solito, non ci incontriamo durante 
l’estate, ma continueremo con pranzi e 
cene.  
Nella newsletter abbiamo annunci, come 
sapete, e ora stiamo avendo una "pagina dei 
sostenitori" per i vostri messaggi personali, 
donazioni, per augurare buon lavoro al 
lodge o congratulazioni per una data 
importante come compleanno o 
anniversario. Vi preghiamo di contattarmi 
se vi interessa. Il 31 marzo scade il tempo 
limite per il pagamento delle quote annuali. 
Siamo felici di vedere quasi tutti i nostri 
soci tornare e partecipare. Diamo il 
benvenuto a otto nuovi soci nel lodge "più 
cordiale" della Florida. Joe ed io auguriamo 
a tutti una Santa Pasqua.   

Order Sons and Daughters of Italy 



  

 

  12  9  9 

 13    11  TBD Monday Lunch 

 TBD Monday Lunch 
 
 
 
 

 TBD  Monday Lunch 

 

 

   14 

 12 

 

 

 

 9 

  

  TBD Christmas 

If you wish to announce a special event, please send your 

Information to me no later than the 23rd of each month.   

 

 12  Picnic Meeting Aaronson Park       9 Meeting  Sunset Park 
    28  Picnic Morikami Museum  
 
 

 9  Meeting 
19  St Joseph’s Dinner Cucina Caruso,  
             Fort Lauderdale 
  

 13  Meeting in the Park 

17 Bocce Upper keys 

19 Sicilian Oven Lunch 

   11 Members appreciation and piazza    TBD Monday Lunch 
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 12 Meeting 

 

 

 

 9 Meeting 
  

  TBD Christmas 

If you wish to announce a special event, please send your 

Information to me no later than the 23rd of each month. 



 

 

 

A chi fa male  

mai mancano scuse. 
He who does evil, is never short on an excuse. 

8  Frank Lettera 

 

PLACE YOUR  

AD HERE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 



 

 

 “ All things will be clear and distinct to 
the man who does not hurry; haste is 
blind and improvident” 
 
Titus Livius 

 “The antagonism between the poet and 
the politician has generally been evi-
dent in all cultures” 
 
Salvatore Quasimodo 

“The first lesson I ever learned was never 
to wait fo a man’s rescue” 
 
Caterina De Medici 
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L 
oretta Talamo moved to Boynton Beach from 
Fairfield, NJ in 2019. She was born and raised 
in Passaic, NJ by an Italian mother and Ger-
man father. Her mother’s family emigrated 

from Caltanissetta, Sicily in the early 1900’s, just 
before her mother was born. Loretta grew up 
with many Italian traditions such as large 
family gatherings and lots of Italian food.  
 
   Passaic is also where she met her 
husband Russell (Rosolino). Russel 
came to the US from Alia, Sicily with 
his family at the age of 14, and as 
luck would have it, they moved in 
next door to Loretta’s family. Alia is a 
small town in the province of Paler-
mo, built on the side of a mountain. 
Russell and Loretta married about 8 
years later and she joined his large 
Italian family of 7 brothers and sis-
ters.  
   Holidays were always fun with lots of 
food and deserts recipes that she has 
been passed through the family over the 
years including homemade cookies, cannoli 
and creampuffs which were always part of 
every celebration. Russ was known for his home-

Loretta Talamo 

made Italian sausages. He also made wine and 
limoncello.  
 
   Loretta and Russ were fortunate to be able to trav-

el back to Italy on several occasions. The toured 
throughout the country, but always went 

back to Alia to visit Russ’ mother, sister, 
nephews and extended family. On one 
trip they were able to bring their son, 
daughter-in-law and granddaughters 
to spend time in Alia with family and 
see the house and town where Russ 
grew up.  
(This photo is from that trip to Alia.) 
    
Loretta graduated from the Ameri-
can Banking School and spent 
many years in the banking indus-
try. She and Russel moved to Fair-
field in 1967 and lived there until 
he passed away in 2018. They have 
two children, Laura (husband Rus-
sell) and Russ (wife Karen) and for 

grandchildren. Loretta enjoys traveling 
and she is part of several area clubs in-

cluding bowling and pickle ball. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

LUNCH AT SICILIAN OVEN 

 

Where: 21170 St. Andrews Blvd.—Boca Raton, FL 33433   OUTSIDE SEATING 

Time :  12 Noon 

Cost:  $20.00 Members    $23 Guests  Tax and Tip included 

Menu:  Garden Salad, Beverages, Choice of one: Chicken parm or Eggplant Panini or Penne Alla 

  Vodka or Rigatoni Bolognese. Wine and beer extra.  

      

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Bocce Tournament - Upper Keys Lodge, Key Largo 
 

Where:  Key largo Civic Center for all functions. A two hour drive from Boca. Directions to come 
Time :   10:00 AM Sharp 
Entry fee:  $125 per team of 4, or $31.25 per person. Includes breakfast, lunch & dinner for all players 
 
For Spectators: Breakfast $7, Lunch $8, Dinner $10 
Overnight Accommodations: Under $200 per night. Must book fast! 
 
Prizes: 1st Place - $150, 2nd Place - $75, 3rd Place - $50.  
                    Trophy to be held for one year by winning lodge. 
 

                          RESERVE ASAP Call 508-294-7979 
 

                           Checks made out to Sgt. Bonanno  
                             and mailed to Ed Catania at:  
               18766 Candlewick Drive, Boca Raton, FL 33496 



The Don and Angie Foundation has once 

again contributed $2000 to our Bonanno 

Foundation. We thank for their annual  

support of our Lodge. 

 

 
   



 

Caruso Cucina.  

A great time  

had by all!! 



The Don and Angie Foundation has once 

again contributed $2000 to our Bonanno 

Foundation. We thank for their annual  

support of our Lodge. 

 

Mussolini who led Italy to be a country envied and emulated by 
many, even Germany.  
 
   Benito Mussolini was not a lunatic but a disillusioned man, a 
victim of his time. However, he made Italy a model country, be-
fore bringing it to ruin with the devious alliance with Nazi Ger-
many, and consequently with Hitler's racial laws allowing the 
deportation of thousands of Jewish Italians to concentration 
camps. In a preemptive effort to save his country, Mussolini had 
employed the tactic "if you can't beat them, join them," alas, ty-
ing his fate to that of a true megalomaniac. He had been manip-

ulated by that despicable alliance to im-
pose racial laws in 1938 despite having 
different views. In fact, years back, he 
himself had declared: «There are no pure 
races. From happy blends often derives 
the strength and beauty of a nation. Anti-
Semitism does not exist in Italy. Italian 
Jews have always behaved like citizens, 
and as soldiers they fought bravely. They 
occupy high positions in universities, the 
army and banks». 
 
   There are many who think of him as an 
ingenious statesman. Mussolini loved 
Italy and Italy loved his "Duce". The 
word comes from the Latin Dux which 
means leader, commander-in-chief. It 
was a model adopted by other leaders, 
such as Adolf Hitler's “Fu hrer” and Fran-
cisco Franco's “Caudillo”.  In his heart, 
albeit with harsh methods, he wanted to 

[This is a five parts  profile of Benito Mussolini. There is 
still much we do not know about this man. Paraphrasing 
Woody Allen, it’s about ...“Everything you always wanted 
to know about Mussolini, but were afraid to ask”] 
  

A BAD REPUTATION 

W 
hen we talk about fascism, whatever we have 
studied at school or we 
have watched in mov-
ies, it comes to mind 

the exalted fascist squads who terror-
ized people with aggressive impu-
dence, discriminating fanaticism and 
ferocious violence. When we talk 
about Mussolini, we grimace as to 
show contempt and shame, wanting to 
erase that sad chapter of Italian histo-
ry. What do we really know about him 
and his accomplishments? Unfortu-
nately, this man has been ignobly 
branded a monster, a madman who 
ruined Italy and he will be stigmatized 
as such over the centuries. I say unfor-
tunately because we grew up with the 
idea that Mussolini was evil, a megalo-
maniac, a fanatic and an arrogant ty-
rant. In history textbooks we acclaim 
meaningless individuals and we deni-
grate a prodigious statesman like 

BENITO MUSSOLINI (1883-1945) PART 1 OF 5 



The Don and Angie Foundation has once 

again contributed $2000 to our Bonanno 

Foundation. We thank for their annual  

support of our Lodge. 

 

Sarfatti said she believed in him until he proved to be con-
sistent; not anymore after the African War. 
 
   Mussolini sustained many assassination attempts; each could 
have been fatal to him, but he was always unharmed. On one of 
those occasions Mussolini launched one of his famous phrases: 
«If I advance, follow me. If I back down, kill me. If I die, revenge 
me». Italy has always been considered a strategic country for 
world balance. Mussolini's admiration for Franklin D. Roosevelt 
was reciprocated until 1936 when the Ethiopian War isolated 
Italy. Roosevelt admitted that he was in constant, rather close 
contact with that "distinguished Italian gentleman". He stated 
that: «as it looks, Mussolini seems to have made enormous pro-
gress; fascism is the most efficient machine I have ever seen». So, 
was it true that fascism was an efficient government? Let's see 
what had changed in 1922 with the March on Rome.  
 

   Mussolini stated that «Italy, gentlemen, wants peace, wants 
tranquility, wants laborious calm; we will give it with love, if pos-
sible, or by force if necessary.  He became head of government 
and leader of the fascist party, assuming executive command 
and depriving parliament of all powers. Public opinion accept-
ed the establishment of the dictatorship with resignation and, 
to a large part, even in favor. The fascistization of the state 
reached its peak at the end of 1928 when the Grand Council of 
Fascism became a constitutional organ and the old Statute of 
Carlo Alberto (the King’s great-grandfather) became toilet pa-
per for which Victor Emanuel III got pissed (poor man) but he 
was still too busy scratching ... his royal crown, rather than wor-
rying about such idiocy.   
    
 

 

improve Italy. His Achilles heel was to invade Africa in its ar-
duous madness of conquering colonial possessions and cre-
ating an empire, to bring Italy to the old glory of the Roman 
Empire. All major European countries, except Italy, had colo-
nial possessions in Africa and elsewhere. Yet when he spoke 
of imperialism, the Duce imagined it not necessarily military, 
but democratic, peaceful and economic. "We are forty million 
in this cramped and adorable peninsula of ours, with a terri-
tory that cannot feed everyone. There are countries around 
Italy that have a smaller population with twice the territory. 
So, it is understandable that the problem of Italian expansion 
in the world is a problem of life and death for the Italian race» 
 
   Benito Mussolini urged and encouraged young people to 
marry, giving them cash incentives for every son they gave 
birth to. There must be a reason why to so many children 
was given the name Benito, not only by pro-fascists but by 
the masses. It happened at a time when he was truly hailed 
as the best leader Italy had seen in decades. Reading Bruno 
Vespa's latest book "Why Italy loved Mussolini", from which 
I extracted much of the material, I could see that everything 
good and great he had built went down the drain, washed 
away  after 1936. His ascent suffered a ruinous detour and 
marked his downfall with the colonization in Africa. Mar-
gherita Sarfatti, a Venetian Jew, in addition to being his long-
time lover, was considered the mother of fascism and a great 
confidant of the Duce. On the eve of the Ethiopian campaign, 
she wrote to Mussolini: "You already have enough to colonize 
in the Apulia, Sicily and Calabria. If you go to Abyssinia, then 
you will fall into the hands of the Germans and you are lost». 
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President Joan D’Amato wish-
es the Sgt. Bonanno Lodge a 
successful year. We are happy 
to see our members returning. 
We welcome with open arms 
our new members to the 
friendliest lodge in Florida 

Be an annual booster for $10. Make a dedication, 
birthday, memory or announcement for $25 



 

 



 

 



 

 Advertise in our newsletter for 12 months!  

Business card:  $50 

Half Page:    $75 

Full Page:   $125 

ADD TO WEBSITE $50.00 ADDITIONAL 

The Floridian 

To enjoy our Grand Lodge newsletter, 

please go  online to www.osiaflboca.org 

 Please Take Note 

If you find mistakes 

in our publication, 

PLEASE consider 

they are there for a 

purpose and remem-

ber that we publish 

something for every-

one, because some 

people are always 

looking for misteaks!        

EC 





 

ITALIAN AMERICAN MAGAZINE 

By now all lodge members should have received the summer issue of our Italian 

magazine. Please contact Ed Mottola 

should you haven’t received the magazine 

 

 

 

ANNUAL 

DUES:  

Paid the 

first of  

every year 

Individual: 

$45,  

Couple: 

$90,  

Social: $50 



 

 

LODGE INFORMATION 

Our Board Meeting will be the first Wednesday 

of every month at 10AM on Zoom Format. 

Lodge Meeting at 6:30 PM on second Tuesday 

of every month: suspended temporarily. 

 

 Members 

If anyone has a child or grandchild plan-
ning on attending College and would 
like to help the. Bonanno has available, 
every year, one $500 scholarship, which 
will be sent directly to the College of 
their choice. Please talk to us for more 
information. Caveat: You must be a paid 
in-full member in good standing! 



 

 

                                           2021 ANNUAL DUES. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, first, thank you for your loyalty and patients 

during the current pandemic. Your President has petitioned the Grand 

Lodge of Florida and received relief for you concerning annual dues, con-

sidering the lack of meetings and functions. The annual dues for the entire 

year beginning January 1,2021 has been reduced to $35.00 per person.  We 

appreciate these dues be paid as soon as possible, as all other income has 

been reduced or gone, so it is important to meet this date.  Since we do not 

know when we will be able to meet, you can send your dues directly to me 

at the address below.  At this time all other matters concerning dues will 

remain in effect. You will be advised of any changes as the situation with 

the pandemic evolves. 

Larry Danza, Financial Secretary 

22065 Palm Grass Drive, Boca Raton, FL 33428 
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 PAST LODGE      
PRESIDENTS 

Edmondo Catania (4yrs) 

J. Nick Cantore 

Marie Ruggiero 

Ed Mottola, Jr. 

Peter Ocello 

Steve Petrarca 

John Polli 

William Santangelo 

Peter Vallone 

Frank Benedetto 

Carlo Boniello 

John Boniello 

Rosemary Boniello 
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